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The 2010-2011 Florida all orange forecast released today by the USDA Agricultural Statistics Board is 142.0 million boxes, up 

4.0 million boxes from February or 6 percent more than last season’s production. The total is comprised of 70.0 million boxes of 

non-Valencia oranges (early, midseason, Navel, and Temple varieties) and 72.0 million boxes of Valencia oranges. The Navel forecast 

is 2.6 million boxes, 4 percent of the non-Valencia total. The hurricane seasons of 2004-2005 and 2005-2006 have been excluded from 

the usual 10-year regression analysis and from comparisons of the current season to previous seasons. For those previous 8 seasons, 

the March forecast has deviated from final production by an average of 2 percent with 6 seasons below and 2 above, with differences 

ranging from 3 percent below to 2 percent above. All references to “average” or “minimum” refer to the previous 8 non-hurricane 

seasons unless noted. 

 

The forecast of non-Valencia orange production is increased to 70.0 million boxes or 6 percent more than last month’s forecast due to 

utilization to date. The route survey (Row Count) conducted March 1-2 showed nearly 98 percent of the rows have been harvested. 

The Navel forecast, included in the non-Valencia forecast remains unchanged at 2.6 million boxes.  

 

The forecast of Valencia production is unchanged at 72.0 million boxes. According to the Citrus Administrative Committee’s report, 

less than 1 percent of the Valencia variety has been harvested this season. Fruit size is projected to be below the minimum; fruit 

droppage, projected to be 16 percent at harvest, is above average. 

 

The forecast of all grapefruit production remains at 19.6 million boxes, including an allocation of 700,000 boxes for non-certified gift 

fruit and local sales. Of the total grapefruit forecast, 5.6 million boxes are white and 14.0 million boxes are the colored varieties. A 

Size and Drop survey conducted in February shows droppage for white grapefruit to be about average and average fruit size to be 

close to the minimum. The Size and Drop survey for colored grapefruit confirmed droppage less than average with fruit smaller than 

the minimum of the seasons used in the regressions. The route survey conducted March 1-2 shows that 43 percent of the white rows 

and 57 percent of the colored rows have been harvested.  

 

The forecast of all tangerine production is unchanged, consisting of the early varieties (Fallglo and Sunburst) at 2.6 million boxes and 

Honey tangerines forecast at 1.8 million boxes.  A Size and Drop survey conducted in February shows the Honey tangerine size is just 

above the minimum and droppage has remained below average. Row Count Survey indications show that 64 percent of the later 

maturing Honey tangerines are harvested, while the early variety harvest is virtually complete.  

 

The forecast of tangelo production is increased 100,000 boxes from the previous forecast. The change is based on total utilization, 

with certifications surpassing 1.0 million boxes and an allocation for non-certified use.  

 

The projection for frozen concentrated orange juice (FCOJ) is unchanged at 1.57 gallons per box of 42° Brix concentrate. However, 

component projections have been adjusted. The projected yield for the non-Valencia oranges is raised to 1.52 gallons per box and 

lowered to 1.62 for the Valencias.  Last season’s final yields as reported by the Florida Department of Citrus are: all oranges, 

1.559667 gallons per box; non-Valencia, 1.511083; and Valencia, 1.625245. 

 



 

  

  

  

  

  

Regular bloom fruit samples were collected from groves on established routes March 1-2, 2011 in Florida’s five major citrus 

producing areas and tested March 3, 2011 at the laboratory of the National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS), Florida Field 

office. Acid levels and solids are higher than last season, bringing the ratios to a lower level. Unfinished juice per box and solids per 

box are slightly higher than last season. Unfinished juice per box is the highest recorded this season. Acid levels and solids are higher 

in fruit from the Indian River District, but unfinished juice per box and solids per box are lower. 
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(NA) (NA) (NA) 

1.23 52.16 6.08 
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NA  Not available. 
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Size frequency distributions from the February size survey are shown in the following table. The distributions are by percent of fruit 

falling within the size range of each 4/5-bushel container. These frequency distributions include fruit from regular bloom and exclude 

fruit from summer bloom  

The charts below show the distribution of fruit sizes in 2011 compared to 2010. The diameter measurements shown are the minimum 

values of fruit measured, except for the smallest values. 
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